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Theatre Club Stages
Another Hit with Dracula
by Michael T. Santos for Saipan Tribune

Creativity and
Academics: The
Power of an Arts
Education
by Neil Swapp for edutopia

Left: Dracula, played by Zeno Deleon Guerrero (top) leans into Lucy Seward, played by Monica Usi. Right: Butterworth,
played by William Minami (left), looks on as Renfield, played by Kelvin Cepeda (second from left) gestures to Dr. Seward,
played by Jeﬀ Melchor (right), and Professor Van Helsing, played by Michael Ortizo (second from right).
Mount Carmel School president and Theatre
Club founder Galvin Deleon Guerrero couldn’t
be more proud for the cast and crew of the play
Dracula that played last Friday and Saturday at
the Pacific Islands Club’s Charley’s Cabaret.
Brianna Hunter directed the play and the
main cast consisted of Zeno Deleon Guerrero
Jr. as Dracula, Michael Ortizo as professor
Abraham Van Helsing, Monica Aira Usi as Lucy
Seward, and Jeff Matthew Melchor as Dr.
Seward.
“I’m really proud of these students. It’s a
very difficult, classic play. Originating from the
1920s, it required nothing but top-notch acting
and that was what they delivered tonight. The
acting was just phenomenal. I’m very proud of
the cast, and it takes a great director like
Brianna to bring out that amazing
performance,” said Guerrero.
He said the Mount Carmel Theatre Club
rehearsed three times a week for about two
and a half months prior to the scheduled
performances.
“This is one of the few shows that I didn’t
do much with it. I just took care of producing,
like getting the publicity out, arranging for the
venue, and signing the money. I was actually
pretty hands-off on this project.”

When asked about her thoughts postopening night, Hunter said, “I’m really happy
with the cast and crew, and basically just
everybody involved in the show because they
really dedicated a lot of their time and effort on
the play. Even with the turnout tonight, it was
just a fantastic show and I hope that the
audience loved it as well.”
She said that everything went smoothly
and that all they ever had to do before screen
time was an audio test. Aside from Hunter the
production team also included Jaqueline
Doctor as stage manager, Eligiah Camacho as
floor manager, Rosa Castro as art director, Erika
Mendiola as business manager, You Jin Kim as
tech director, and William Blake Deleon
Guerrero as soundboard operator.
The rest of the cast included Jose Castro
as John Harker, Kelvin Cepeda as R.M. Renfield,
Jonelle Toskas as Mrs. Wells, and William
Minami as Butterworth.
The art crew was composed of Andrea
Bang, Risa Hirayama, Cassidy Torres, Kayla
Sabla, Antonia Reyes, Angel Miki Takayama,
and Keona Camacho.
The floor crewmember were Joseph
Muna, John Diego Masga, Edward Minam,
Jacob Sablan, Jan Travilla, and Karleen Reyes.

The arts are as important as academics, and they
should be treated that way in school curriculum. This
is what we believe and practice at New Mexico School
for the Arts (NMSA). While the positive impact of the
arts on academic achievement is worthwhile in itself,
it's also the tip of the iceberg when looking at the
whole child. Learning art goes beyond creating more
successful students. We believe that it creates more
successful human beings.
NMSA is built upon a dual arts and academic
curriculum. Our teachers, students, and families all
hold the belief that both arts and academics are
equally important. Our goal is to prepare students for
professional careers in the arts, while also equipping
them with the skills and content knowledge necessary
to succeed in college. From our personal experience
(and research), here are five benefits of an arts
education:
1. Growth Mindset
Through the arts, students develop skills like
resilience, grit, and a growth mindset to help them
master their craft, do well academically, and succeed
in life after high school. (See Embracing Failure:
Building a Growth Mindset Through the Arts and
Mastering Self-Assessment: Deepening Independent
Learning Through the Arts.) Ideally, this progression
will happen naturally, but often it can be aided by the
teacher. By setting clear expectations and goals for
students and then drawing the correlation between
the work done and the results, students can begin to
shift their motivation, resulting in a much healthier
and more sustainable learning environment.
For students to truly grow and progress, there
has to be a point when intrinsic motivation comes into
balance with extrinsic motivation. In the early stages
of learning an art form, students engage with the
activity because it's fun (intrinsic motivation).
However, this motivation will allow them to progress
only so far, and then their development begins to
slow -- or even stop. At this point, lean on extrinsic
motivation to continue your students' growth. This can
take the form of auditions, tests, or other assessments.
Like the impact of early intrinsic motivation, this kind
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Costume Contest
Student Council is sponsoring a Costume
Contest on Monday, October 31, from
7:40 a. m. to 8:30 a. m. in the school
cafeteria. Students may come to school
dressed in a costume, but must follow the
school’s dress down policy as spelled out
in the school handbook. Also, only
students in costumes are excused from
wearing school uniform; any student not in
a costume must wear school uniform. For
the costume contest, students will
compete in four divisions: K—2nd grades,
3rd—6th grades, 7th—8th grades, and 9th—
12th grades.

In the Future
Halloween Festival
TOMORROW,
Saturday, October 29, 5:00—10:00 pm
All Saints Day
Tuesday November 1 (no classes)
Junior Mini-Carnival
Wednesday, November 2
NSDA Smoothie Stand
Thursday, November 3
Citizenship Day
Friday, November 4 (no classes)

Sports Calendar
CCOPSA High School Volleyball
Tuesday, November 1
MCS 2 Girls v SIS 2 Girls @MCS at 4:30 pm
Wednesday, November 2
MCS Boys v SIS 2 Boys @MCS at 3:30 pm
Thursday, November 3
MCS 2 Girls v SIS 1 Girls @SIS at 4:30 pm
MCS 1 Girls v SIS 2 Girls @MCS at 4:30 pm
All Schools Cross Country
Saturday, November 5, 3 pm, Airport Field

ESLR of the Week
#1. Communicate effectively
using various methods and
mediums.

Mount Carmel School

2007 AlumKnight and Chief of Staﬀ for the CNMI Oﬃce of the Governor, Matthew Deleon Guerrero, and
2011 AlumKnight and Policy Analyst for the CNMI Oﬃce of the Governor, Kevin Bautista, took time out of
their busy schedules to visit their alma mater to talk with students in AP Politics and Government about labor,
immigration, and economic development in the CNMI.

Creativity
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of engagement will help your students grow and
progress. While both types of motivation are helpful
and productive, a hybrid of the two is most successful.
Your students will study or practice not only for the
external rewards, but also because of the selfenjoyment or satisfaction this gives them.
2. Self-Confidence
A number of years ago, I had a student enter my band
program who would not speak. When asked a
question, she would simply look at me. She loved
being in band, but she would not play. I wondered why
she would choose to join an activity while refusing to
actually do the activity. Slowly, through encouragement
from her peers and myself, a wonderful young person
came out from under her insecurities and began to
play. And as she learned her instrument, I watched her
transform into not only a self-confident young lady and
an accomplished musician, but also a student leader.
Through the act of making music, she overcame her
insecurities and found her voice and place in life.
3. Improved Cognition
Research connects learning music to improved "verbal
memory, second language pronunciation accuracy,
reading ability, and executive functions" in youth
(Frontiers in Neuroscience). By immersing students in
arts education, you draw them into an incredibly
complex and multifaceted endeavor that combines
many subject matters (like mathematics, history,
language, and science) while being uniquely tied to
culture.

perfect link between all subject matters -- and a great
delivery system for these concepts, as well. You can see
this in the correlation between drawing and geometry,
or between meter and time signatures and math
concepts such as fractions.
4. Communication
One can make an argument that communication may
be the single most important aspect of existence. Our
world is built through communication. Students learn a
multitude of communication skills by studying the arts.
Through the very process of being in a music
ensemble, they must learn to verbally, physically, and
emotionally communicate with their peers, conductor,
and audience. Likewise, a cast member must not only
communicate the spoken word to an audience, but
also the more intangible underlying emotions of the
script. The arts are a mode of expression that
transforms thoughts and emotions into a unique form
of communication -- art itself.
5. Deepening Cultural and Self-Understanding
While many find the value of arts education to be the
ways in which it impacts student learning, I feel the
learning of art is itself a worthwhile endeavor. A culture
without art isn’t possible. Art is at the very core of our
identity as humans. I feel that the greatest gift we can
give students -- and humanity -- is an understanding,
appreciation, and ability to create art.

For example, in order for a student to play in tune, he
must have a scientific understanding of sound waves
and other musical acoustics principles. Likewise, for a
student to give an inspired performance of
Shakespeare, she must understand social, cultural, and
historical events of the time. The arts are valuable not
only as stand-alone subject matter, but also as the
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